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TO THE PUBLICK. 


AS publications similar to the Curistran Messencrr have 
rarely appeared in this city; and as many persons are desirous of 
examining our first number before they subscribe for the work, we 
have concluded to lay it before the publick at this early period. 
The liberal patronage and encouragemeng already offered us, fully 
warrants this procedure. We therefore offer this number, contain- 
ing our Prospectus and Conditions, to the inspection of those who 
may be disposed to encourage the work. 

By perusing this, the nature, design, and merits, of our publica- 
tion may with facility be discovered, and such patronage be imme- 
diately afforded, as it may appear in the publick view to deserve. 

We embrace this early opportunity to state, that the pages of 
this paper will be at all times open for the reception of religious 
intelligence and original communications, which may be thought 
interesting, from any christian denomination in this city or else- 
where; provided such communications shall contain nothing of a 
sectarian or partial nature, which may have a tendency to injure 
the feelings or interests of any denomination of christians who pat- 
ronise this work. All such communications will be uniformly re- 
jected. 


IT will be recollected that proposals for publishing this paper were 
recently issued, by Messrs. Allen and Edes. Those gentlemen 
having relinquished their design, we propose to continue the pub- 
lication, and have intrusted the editorial department to a-gentle- 
man of this city, engaged in the study of theology, who has assur- 
ance of ample assistance from several distinguished religious cha- 
racters. Publick patronage is now solicited in support of this im- 
portant and interesting work. 

The necessity of areligious publication in this city, similarto those 
already circulating in most other cities of the Union, has long 
been felt and acknowledged by the friends ef Immanuel, who 
Vom. «. 1 * 
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are interested in the prosperity of Zion. An auspicious period 
for commencing such a work has at length arrived. 

The distressing commotions, and bloody contests which so long 
agitated the nations of Europe, have happily subsided, and general 
peace has ensued. To America, also, the olive branch has been 
again extended. The flag of war is furled, the din of arms has 
ceased, and the banner of freedom waves tranquil and trium- 
phant on every sea. Every christian heart now throbs with lively 
emotions of gratitude to Him who fought our battles, gave success 
to our arms, and again restored the halcyon days of “peace in our 
borders and prosperity in our palaces.”” What return then, will 
the christian’ make to the God of Israel for all his undeserved bles- 
sings? Will he “sit quietly beneath his own vine and fig tree, with 
none to molest, or to make him afraid;” rendering “unto Cesar, 
the things that be Ceesar’s,”’ but withholding from “God, the things 


‘that are Gods?” Nay, rather let the christian soldier, while he lis- 


tens to the joyful victor’s tale, of battles and conquests made by 
blood, rejoice to learn and publish to the world the triumphs of 
Almighty Grace; the conquests of a bloodless victor. Let the 
slumbering energies of the soul awake to contemplate the wonders of 
a Saviour’s love. Behold, the King of Zion girded with the “sword 
of the Spirit,” in majesty rides forth, conquering, and to con- 
quer. Lucifer falls “like lightning from heaven;”’ and all the powers 
of darkness tremble. ‘The wilderness seems already to blossom 
asthe rose. “The voice of the turtle is heardin our land, and the 
time of the singing of birds has come.” 

In various parts of our own country, where professing christians 
have long been lukewarm and indifferent; where iniquity has open- 
ed her flood-gates, and poured in her torrents of vice; even there the 
Spirit of the Lord has erected his standard, the votaries of sin have 
been reclaimed, the enemies of the cross have joyfully bent the 
knee to Jesus and kissed his golden sceptre. Nor is this glorious 
work confined te lands where christianity has for ages flourished, 
We already behold the angel flying through the midst of the heavens, 
“having the everlasting gospel to preach to all who dwell on the 
earth.” ‘The Lord of the harvest has listened to the importunities 
of his children for “more laborers,” and at length sends them forth 
to his fields, already white. No wilderness is two dreary and track- 
less, no mountain too aspiring and difficult, no ocean too boisterous 
and threatening, fer the herald of the cross to encounter. He 
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mounts as on the eagle’s wings and sounds the silver trump aloud, 
through all the earth. The nations hear and live for ever. 

The Savage of our western wilds now listens to the tidings of sal- 
vation; forgets his native rudeness and ferocity; buries his bloody 
knife; Sefede the gospel armour on,” and chants Jehovah’s praise. 

On Africa, that land of total darkness, a ray from the “Sun of 
Righteousness,” has fallen. Many of her sable sons have been al- 
ready “washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb.” Tha 
the labours of the apostolick Van der Kemp and his successors in 
Africa, have not been in vain, let Bethelsdorp and Sierra Leone, 
with the thousands of native christians who now inhabit them, bear 
witness. . 

Asia, also, the first grand theatre on which the Prince of Life 
appeared, has been again remembered. The Star of Bethlehem, 
whose light has there so long ceased to shine, seems like the noon- 
day sun when bursting from a transient summer cloud, ushering 
forth its beams upon her, with new and increased lustre. The su- 
perstitious Hindoo listens attentive to the word of inspiration; and 
listening—feels its sacred impulse: learns his ruined state; “casts 
to the moles and bats” his idol gods, and seeks salvation only in 
the cross of Jesus. On the devoted plains of Hindostan, where rolls 
the bloody car of Juggerrfaut: where pagan temples cluster; where 
human victims bleed and die; now christian churches also may be 
seen, with spires majestick, rising to declare the glory of Immanuel. 

At such a time as this, who will refuse to publish, who refuse to 
read, the triumphs of redeeming love? ‘Will it not be sufficient to 
secure the attention and patronage of every christian, to inform 
him that the pages of the Curistian MessencGer shall all be sa- 
credly devoted to the interests of his beloved Master? We bear 
the standard of the King of Zion, and carefully pursue, through 
every land, the banner of his cross. Our motto is, and ever shall 
be, “God forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The particular subjects which will principally occupy the pages 
of the Christian Messenger, are 

1. Biographical sketches of distinguished Missionaries, and other 

eminent saints. 

2. Relations of the progress of domestick and foreign Missions. 

3. Extracts from reports of Bible, Missionary, Tract, and nume- 

rous other charitable and religious institutions in our own, 
and foreign lands. 
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4. Particular attention will be given to the progress of vital reli- 
gion in various parts of the Union, especially in this vicinity. 
We shall endeavour to give detailed and interesting accounts 
of all uncommon awakenings and extraordinary conversions; 
together with occasional originai compositions, and extracts 
from approved authors, on various subjects of a moral, reli- 
gious, and practical nature. 


POMEROY & TOY. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Having full confidence in the piety and abilities of the gentleman 
more immediately employed in the editing of the work above propo- 
sed, and being persuaded of the usefulness of such a publication if 
judiciously conducted, we recommend the Christian Messenger to 
the patronage of the religious publick, and more especially to the 
members of our respective societies. 


JAMES INGLIS, D. D. 
JOHN GLENDY, 
JOHN M. DUNCAN. 


Mr. Eprror.—Having been satisfactorily informed of your in- 
tention, impartially to admit communications from persons friendly 
to religion, to whatever denomination they may be attached—and 
particularly that such communications, if caiculated to give infor- 
mation respecting the missionary labours which are performing in 
these United States, will be specially desirable; this is therefore to 
inform you, that I shall take much pleasure in inviting such core 
respondences upon that subject, as are most likely to give a satisfac- 
tory view of the part which our Methodist itinerant ministers are 
continually performing in that great and important work. 

Whatever may be thought by those who speculate in a superficial 
way, upon the means best calculated to secure the general good of 
mankind, for myself, ‘I am confident that Religion, true, vital, and 
practical Religion, alone, can insure good morals. And all will 
admit, that the morality of a nation must eventually fix its fate. 
Presuming, therefore, that your paper will have a tendency to fa- 
vour the spread of Religion, you may calculate upon my little influ- 
ence, without reserve. 


SAMUEL K. JENNINGS. 
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S TORTHE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGERe 


SIR—If a few brief Essays on the subject of Prayer, in which 
controversy shall have no place, excepting so far as the truth 1s to 
be maintained and defended against the principles and habits of the 
avowed unbeliever, will be acceptable to your readers, or corres- 
pondent with the object your paper is pledged constantly to recog- 
nise, I shall not suppose my leisure hours misemployed in writing 
them. I tender you the following as the first, and shall continue 
them, as more imperious duties may afford me opportunity. 


ON PRAVER—N*. I. 


THERE is no doctrine of the scriptures which infidel philoso- 
phy has not perverted or denied; nora specified duty which un- 
belief has not encompassed with a thousand difficulties. This can 
proceed from nothing else but that depravity or indisposition of 
soul, which shrinks away in rebellion or reluctance from the influ- 
ence of the one and the habit of the other. Such is the revealed 
judgment of the Holy Ghost: “The carnal mind is enmity against 
God; it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” 

The objection, that the scriptures recommend a system which is 
both irrational and impracticable, is as untrue as it is common. As 
the gift of infinite wisdom, as penned by inspired men, writing “as 
they were muved by the Holy Ghost,” who “searches the deep 
things of God,’ while he scrutinizes the human heart, the bible 
must fully correspond with human reason, so far as that reason is 
enlightened. If it did not, its now boasted realities would be to me 
as the visions of the night, and the hope of its believer but a dream, 
from which, I ought to be thankful, even if a false philosophy should 
rouse me. ‘This is ground we are not afraid to occupy: this is a 
concession we do not hesitate to make. 

The subject I have selected has not escaped censure. A thou- 
sand objections have proceeded from men who are “wise in their 
own conceits;” who have unhappily learned, in ridiculing the high 
behests of a redeeming God, to sport in philosophick apathy upon 
the precipice, beneath which yawns the gulf; and to whose lips the 
celestial Spirit has never borne the cup of consolation. Prayer to 
God, the cry of want, the affecting appeal te mercy under the pres- 
sure of the curse, the hardened and profane have made the subject 
of their bitterest jeers. Yet, while it has obtained the my Vonage of 
the good, even these have been sometimes compelled to bear testi- 
mony to their own folly in neglecting it. Not only have the tri- 
umphs of the bleeding martyr revealed its efficacy, but danger, pres- 
sing a pitiful petition from the scoffer himself, has betrayed tie 
worthlessness of all popular objections against it. My fanaticism, 
if any please so to denominate my faith, has more than once burst 
forth with renewed vigour, while the proud unbeliever, shivering in 
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the blaze of divine wrath, confessed me right, or the tongue of blas- 
hemy, palsied by the dread display of God’s terrible majesty, the 
sails rebel supplicates for remission of sin through the blood of 
the despised Jesus. 

But why should I not pray? Some might perhaps smile with con- 
tempt over my simple question. But they who argue against the 
truth, have often to be reminded, that the smile of scorn is neither 
reason, argument, nor answer. The professor must be as weak in 
faith, and as destitute of the spirit of truth, as the unbeliever him- 
self, who is so easily refuted. To be laughed into conviction, or 
laughed out of our eternal hope, is imbecility itself. The question 
must be settled in another way. 

Let us view things in their connexion, if we would know their 
nature or worth. In that reciprocal confidence and dependance 
which God has established among men, which he has rendered es- 
sential to our very existence as a society, and under the influence 
of which every man becomes a voluntary endorser to the social com- 

ct, men stoop without a blush to solicit favours of each other.— 

hy? The one needs them—the other has them to give. Is there 
in this any thing irrational, any thing degrading? And is man, (ne- 
cessarily dependent on God) so far to go out of himself as to falsify 
every principle of his nature, to bely every affection of his heart, 
and trample on every virtue of social life, as to imagine it disgrace- 
ful to recognise in God “the Father of Lights, from whom cometh 
down every good and perfect gift???’ Would he, who is but a man 
among men, aspire to be a God among Gods? Inferiour by his own 
concession, expressed in his own act, to his fellow man, would he 
be equally independent with the Eternal, when he rises to confer 
with him about a future state? Yet in this gross contradiction is 
every one involved who supposes the prayer of faith to be needless 
or degrading. It is then the expression or declaration of that which 
all must admit to be true—the dependence of the creature upon the 
Creator, and cannot be absurd, unless the existence of the creature 
itself is an absurdity. 

If we are permitted to assume the preceding as true, then it ne- 
cessarily follows, that God has a right to bestow his favours on 
what terms he pleases: and it as necessarily follows that acquies- 
cence or compliance is our duty. If then he has been pleased to 
declare, “I will yet for this be inquired of by the House of Israel to 
do it for them,” who may object? Is not a refusal so to inquire, a 
breach of a positive command? Thus ascertained, prayer cannot be 
degrading: for “righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 
proach to any peeple.” 

The fact that he “maketh his sun to rise on the evii and on the 
good, and sendeth rain upon the just and the unjust,” militates 
nothing against the requisition, nor at all justifies our disobedience. 
Before we hazard an assertion so momentous, we must ascertain 
the limit and purpose of divine forbearance, and know how far abu- 
sed mercy may or may not aggravate human guilt. Nor is it at all 
consistent with common analogy, that favour bestowed should be 
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regulated by no law, or require no retarns. It is contrary to the 
reciprocity of social principle, and therefore contrary to the nature 
of man as a social being. An act of worship, then, that recognizes 
this right on the part of God, and this dependence on the part of 
inan, is certainly not out of place; but appears to concentre in itself 
the best virtues that can adorn a moral being, and to form the best 
evidence of our having “received Christ Jesus the Lord,” because 
it is really “walking in him.” 

Prayer is, or at least always ought to be, the expression of de- 
sires. If we are not ashamed to cherish these, why should it be 
thought degrading to eapress them? On the general principle of our 
moral @ligation, it would be unquestionably sinful to cherish before 
God, what it would be degrading to utter before him. In truth, the 
distinction is the vainest of all subterfuges, while he “searches the 
heart and tries the reins of the children of men.” if this be not 
true, the faith of his presence, which prayer is happily calculated to 
nourish, ceases to affect us as a moral restraint. Now these de- 
sires men have and cherish, and are thereby stimuiated to action, 
whether they choose to express them or not. And would they grasp 
at wealth, or rise to fame by the very means, which, when avowed, 
would disgrace them? Thus with nothing to shield them but the 
most palpable sophistry, they give away their most inestimable pri- 
vileges, and live, on their own, or on our principle, they may have 
their choice, in the commission of sin, which deludes while it 
pleases, and ruins while it gratifies. They have no solace but that 
which petrifies, in order that it may pacify the heart; no guide but 
death disguised by their own hands; ‘no haven in view, but where 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, forever rolls.” 

Once more to appeal to the child of reason. What if a man deep- 
ly fee! his want: what if his soul be agonized with the conviction of 
sin: what if the curse of an offended God be iighted up in his con- 
science: what if he be suddenly surprized by the display of divine 
righteousness in taking vengeance upon the ungodly, and apprehend 
himself the victim: What shall he do? How shall he feel? Give 
him hope and help; point out the road to peace. Such things have 
been realized. Many, educated in the school of infidelity itself, 
having held communion with the children of reason in all their 
boasted privileges, and explored along with them the occult myste- 
ries of the dignity of human nature, and the sufficiency of human 
reason, which they professed to fathom without the light of the Holy 
Spirit, have been thus embarrassed and wretched. Prayer was their 
ultimate, their only refuge, which at last, Heard on high, reverted in 
blessings that earth with all her pleasures, and infidelity with all 
her philosophy, could not bestow. While others, on their bed of 
death, cursed the hour that gave them birth, and the temptations 
that seduced them to sin. - 

To conclude the present paper-—The whole system of christianity 
is a system of grace. But if prayer be degrading, grace is a terin 
of no meaning, or, the whole christian system is degrading, or, it 
may abide with a prayerless christian, a term and phrase for the vo- 
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cabulary of the cold-hearted formalist. Come, strike deeper; prayer 
partakes of the “root and fatness”—is the capillation from the soil, 
saturated by a Saviour’s blood. ‘Take away prayer, and see how 
thine unhallowed pen has blurred the sacred page—grace, atone- 
ment, salvation, God’s unspeakable gift, every promise that can lift 
up the soul in the moment of despair, or bear it offin triumph to an- 
other and a better world—the whole is gone—and then I am a. 
wretch forever lost. Prayer is au essential appendage to a system 
of grace: an essential duty of the soul that lives and hopes and tri- 
umphs by grace. I close this number by exhorting our readers to 
make the experiment upon the credit of the divine promise; “Ask 
and you shall receive; seek and you shall find; knock, andit shall 
be opened unto you.” THEOPHILUS. 


a + ee 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


It was, a few days ago, the remark of a Baptist preacher to the 
writer, that we live in the day of great professions and little godli- 
ness; of great exertion and little feeling; a day when the real chil- 
dien of God are peculiarly hidden. He was in that particular state, 
in which every word is apt to acquire a superior solemnity—an ir- 
resistible force;—he was on the borders of the eternal world. In 
the discharge of the duties of his arduous office, he had suffered 
that exposure to an inclement season which was followed by the 
slow and silent, but certain, progress of decay. Exhausted nature 
bespoke the approach of the last solemn hour—consumption, the 
high priest of death had furbished and raised the knife; and the 
hectick wreath marked the victim ready to expire. He was—let 
me speak more as a christian—he was a man preparing to meet his 
God: te meet the bright company of the blessed, above. 

Such words, from such a dying man, could not fail to make a 
deep impression on the hearer. A voice from the tomb must not 
be disregarded; a voice from 

‘The chamber where the good man meets his fate,” 


must penetrate the inmost recesses of the soul. 

Yet I could not but question, in some degree, the correctness not 
of his feelings, but of his view of the state of the world. 1am sen- 
sible, indeed, of the awful propriety and force of the Saviour’s 
words, “Strive to enter in at the straight gate—many are called, but 


few chosen;” and that in estimating the character of the body of 


professing christians, at any given period, much is to be subtracted 
on the score of passion and interest. Yet when I look around me 
on the existing state of affairs; when I look back on the rapid oc- 
currences of some twenty or thirty years, on that course of events 
which has unspeakably surpassed and baffled human calculation, 
and sometimes left us in doubt whether passing scenes were the 
reality or the dream of life,and when all this has evidently tended 
toward one grand issue: when the plots of infidels; the progress of 
science, the thirst of travel, the swell of commerce, the horrors of 
f 
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war, the crash of conflicting empires, is all manifestly tending to- 
wards the establishment of an empire of holiness, benevolence, and 
truth; a kingdom of willing subjects to him who is exalted as head 
over all—surely the hand of God is here. When the same period 
to’ which I have now alluded, has been distinguished for exertions 
and success on the part of christians, unexampled in former times; 
when the history of these things consists not in splendid recitations 
of the progress of a secularized church, but in the vast aggregate 
of the means, agents, and effects of benevolence; what can I think, 
but that “the dew of Hermon,” “the rain of righteousness,” has 
descended to water the arid, to cheer the desolate, to fertilize the 
barren? Must I not feel that the excellent and dying man had a 
little fondly deceived himself, and because the good is not done in 
his way, had been led to overlook or underrate the good that is 
done and the piety by which it was prompted. But good men 
have often shown their imperfection in a similar way: “Master, we 
saw one casting out devils, and we forbade him; because he follow- 
ed not with us.” It was once said of a most eminent divine, a lit- 
tle inclined to rigour, that he would not be five minutes in heaven 
before he would be ashamed of himself. 
When I lvok on what has actually been done in the way of chris- 
tian exertion, zad the style in which it has been effected, I can no 
more doubt of the spirit in which it has been accomplished, than of 
the sun in the heavens. For example; when I see a man like Van 
der Kemp, of polished education, and of easy circumstances, aban- 
don all, hazard all, encounter all, to settle in a country of Hotten 
‘ tots and Buschmans without any assignable reason except the bur- 
ning and disinterested zeal of a disciple of the cross, can I doubt 
what led him to Africa? When I see the mild Moravian, in the 
spirit of his persecuted ancestors, submitting to all the rigours of an 
arctick sky, and to be the companion of the miserable Esquimaux, 
merely with the uncertain hope that their frozen hearts may be 
melted with the love of a Saviour, can I doubt that something high- 
er than all earthly considerations, has filled his breast? When I see 
whole families of Missionaries transport themselves to Otaheite, 
New Zealaud, &c. with the certainty of suffering and the hazard 
of death, with the same uncertain hope that God may smile on their 
labours—it is not questionable: if these men are not actuated by 
the love of Jesus, the age of miracles has returned; nay, a greater 
than all previous miracles is here. When I see Judson at Rangoon, 
Morrison at Canton, and the Three. Worthies, “The First Three,” 
at Serampore, their prodigious labours, their prodigious execution, 
Monumentum wre perennius, 
my heart must be of the essence of scepticism, if I did not believe 
God is in them of a truth. Uncharitableness! squint suspicion! 
hence and forever from my heart. 








Switzerland. A work is now —- quarterly, at Basle, 
in Switzerland, the object of which is to diffuse intelligence re- 
specting the operations of Missionary and Bible Societies. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


INDIA. 


Horrid cruelty committed by a Brahmin on his own family, in re 
venge for the treatment of some villagers, who refused his priests 
ly claims. Extracted from the Journal of Mr. Pritchett, Mis- 
sionary at Vizagapatam, May 1815. 


“May 1. Dyaavawa, a friend of Anundraya and head man of 
the village, came hither, (to Vizagapatam,) and brought an account 
of a_ priest who lately arrived at his village from Ballary, and 
who had undertaken to attend upon the idol of the place. He 
had the privilege of daily going round the village, levying contri- 
butions on the inhabitants for his support. One housekeeper, 
however, who had been in the habit of giving him a dubb per day, 
at length rufused him; and though the priest insisted upon the 
dole; he continued inflexible. ‘The priest then threatened, that 
unless he received his allowance, he would cut vut his own tongue, 
arid the housekeeper would have to answer for it, for giving him so 

reat a provocation. ‘The priest nage out his knife and whetting 
it, proceeded so far as actually to cut off the tip of histongue. He 
bled profusely, and his tongue swelled prodigiously. His suffer- 
ings, however, only rendered him more desperate; and he inti- 
mated his resolution not to leave the door of the house, (sitting 
dhurna,* as it is called,) till he should obtain a sum sufficient to 
make a feast for his god. ‘The housekeeper, however was not to be 
intimidated. The priest, his wife, and four sons kept their post 
at the door; but, after a day or two, the woman was biften in the 
night by a serpent, and in the morning expired. ‘This event in- 
duced the priest to increase his demand, which he now made on the 
whole village, which had stood aloof in the affair. Besides the 

ersonal injury he had sustained, he had lost his wife, while stand- 
ing up for the rights of his sacred order and the honour of his god; 
he therefore demanded money for the expenses of the funeral, and 
for a feast to placate the deity, offended by this impiety; and till 
this shou!d be done, he determined to keep his station, and to re- 
tain the corpse of his wife unburied at the door of the house. 

‘‘Dyaavana prevailed on his neighbours to refuse compliance 
with the demand of the priest; who then threatened, that, in case. 
of their persistance, he would avenge himself by killing, first his 
four children, and then himself. 

“A few core after, (May 20,) Mr. Pritchett was informed that 
the priest had put his horimd threats into execution; and by way of 
revenging himself on the inhabitants, had murdered his four chil- 
dren. The sin, he presumes, will lie at the door of those who 
provoked him, and the sacrifice he has made to the honour of his 
god will be amply rewarded in a future state. Merely killing 
them would not suffice; he absolutely severed their heads from 


* For an account of the of the Dhurna see the subsequent article, page 11, 
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their bodies; after which he proceeded to decapitate himself: but 
he failed in the attempt, inflicting only a dreadful wound in the 
back of his neck. 

“His eldest son, a lad of about fourteen years of age, on seeing 
the horrid fate of his brothers, was making his escape; but his fa- 
ther enticed him back; he was, he told him, about to kill himself, 
and had killed the three younger boys, because they could not 
provide for themselves; but he, being a big boy, there would nce: 
the same necessity to kill him; he therefore wished him to r 
that he might take an affectionate farewell before he died. — 
it is said, the poor lad was decoyed and killed. : 

“The priest’s tongue was so far healed that he could make him- 
self understood. Officers, it is said, are dispatched to secure him 
and bring him to justice.” 





The following account of the Dhurnaand Tragga,is copied from 
a work, entitled, “The Abolition of Female Infanticide in Gu- 
zerat,” lately published by the Rev. Mr. Cormack. 


The Dhurnais instituted to exact a debt, to enforce an obliga- 
tion, or to obtain justice when it is withheld. ‘This is called sitting 
in Dhurna, because the person who has recourse to it seats himself 
in the presence of the person against whom he wishes to make good 
his claim, or as near him as he can. The Dhurna is more or less 
rigorous according to circumstances;—if the person establishing the 
Dhurna becomes the victim of abstinence, the guilt of his death is 
transferred to him whose refusal has been the cause of it. 

‘Analogous to Dhurna is what is called Tragga, but still more 
eruel in its nature. Among the more uncivilized tribes, the secu- 
rities for almost every engagement are by an order of men called 
Bhats, (who are poets, panegyrists, and chronologers.) Upon the 
failure of every application for redress, they proceed to wound 
themselves; and if this fail to produce the desired effect, they have 
recourse to the last extremity, and die by their own hand. The 
death of the suicide is laid to the charge of the person who caused 
the complaint. 

“Colonel Walker mentions an instance of this kind at Mallia, 
where a Bhat had become security on the part of the Kajah.— 
When the time for payment arrived, the Rajah refused to fulfil his 
engagement. Having had recourse in vain to every expedient, he 
resolved to put one of his own children to death. He spent the 
bight mata mt the horrid att in religious ceremonies. In the 
morning he called his daughter, a fine girl of eight years of age, 
and desired her to prepare for being a sacrifice to save her father’s 
character from dishonour. Sensivle of the necessity under which 
her father was laid, she yielded herself a voluntary victim. After 
bathing and purification, she placed herself in an attitude, in which 
her father’s sword could easily reach her neck; and while she was 
holding aside her long hair with both her hands, he with one stroke 
of his sabre, severed the head from the body. 
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“Colonel Walker took advantage of the recital of this horid act, 
to labour for the abolition of the custom in the district where he 
presided, under the Bombay government.”—Christian Herald. 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


Extracts froma letter, written by Messrs. Newell and Hall io the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, dated May 3, 1816. 


«We received information of the arrival of our brethren in Cey- 
Jon about a fortnight since. They are kindly received, and have as- 
surance of the favour and protectionof his excellency sir Robert 
Brownrigg, the governour. We have advised, that three of them 
should immediately fix on the Tamul language, as that in which they 
are to preach the gospel to the heathen; ieaving it for Providence 
hereafter to determine, whether they shall continue in Ceylon or 
jabour on the neighbouring peninsula, where the same language is 
spoken by seven or eight millions of people. We have also recom- 
mended, that the other two, (brother Bardwell, from his knowledge 
of printings to be one of them,) should come, as soon as possible, 
to Bombay, to strengthen the mission here. It is by no means cer- 
tain, however, that they will be allowed to stay here. All we can 
say is, that we consider it of so much importance to have our num- 
ber here increased, and particularly that there should be one or two 
females in the mission, that we thought it expedient to recommend 
the measure above mentioned. If it ge * we shall greatly re- 
joice; if it fails, our brethren, we have no doubt, will be allowed to 
return to Ceylon. If you have received our last letter, you have 
learnt, that about six months ago the governour having received 
communications from the court of directors, which authorized him 
to act his own pleasure respecting our remaini:., here, immediately 
gave us his full and cordial permission to remain and pursue the 
work of our mission, wishing us much success in it. This gives us 
orate grounds to hope that he will be favourable to our brethren. 

“We rejoice to hear that you approve of our plan of schooling. 
By the enclosed letter you will see the present state of our schools. 
We cannot now enlarge on that subject. 

“On account of circumstances, detailed in our journal, our 
preaching in English has been suspended. ‘We may think it ex- 
—— perhaps, to resume it again in a change of circumstances. 

reaching the gospel to the heathen, in their own language, which 
we coasider as our great and principal work, is continued regular- 
ly every day. 

“The mission lately established at Surat is prospering. Mr. 
Fyvie, one of the misssionaries there, was visited a few moaths 
since with a severe illness, which rendered it necessary for him to 
leave Surat for a season. He and Mrs. F. were with us about two 

months. Mr. F. is now perfectly recovered, and has returned to 
his station. Brother and sister Judson were well, the last time we 
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heard from them. We have not heard from brother Nott since his 
departure in October last. 

“The long expected arrival of our dear brethren and sisters in 
ry beta has greatly rejoiced our hearts, and given renewed occasion 
to bless the Lord for all his mercies to us, and to our beloved pa- 
trons at home. 

““We remain, reverend and dear sir, yours very affectionately, 

G. HALL, 
S. NEWELL.” 


The following letter from his excellency general Brownrigg, go- 
vernour of Ceylon, has recently been received by the Rev. D ; 
Worcester. The very friendly manner in which his e.xcellency 
welcomed the American missionaries, entitles him to the thanks 
of the Christian publick. 


KING’S HOUSE, COLUMBO, JUNE 16, 1816. 


SIR,—Your letter communicating the thanks of the American 
board of commissioners for foreign missions, in consequence of my 
reception of the Rev. Samuel Newell, and recommending five other 
missionaries to my notice, was lately delivered to me, by those 
gentlemen, on their arrival at this place. 

To protect and encourage, as far as lies in my power, those who 
devote themselves to the propagation of Christianity, is so grateful 
a part of my duty, that I cannot lay claim to any merit for a ser- 
vice to which I am prompted by my own inclination. Yet I con- 
fess, that the mark of approbation from the commissioners, announ- 
ced in your letter, has given me great pleasure; and I beg you will 
convey to the gentlemen, who compose that board, my sincere, ac- 
knowledgments of their kind and flattering attention. 

When Mr. Newell was in this island, I was a good deal embar- 
rassed by the relative state of our countries, then unfortunately at 
war. ‘The peace which has since been happily restored, will, I 
hope, long remain, and remove every obstacle from the way of those 
who come so far to preach the gospel of peace. 

I have read with much satisfaction the judicious instructions of 
your board, wherein religious zeal is tempered with sound discre- 
tion. If your missionaries conduct themselves according to the 
course that is there so distinctly marked out, their success will not 
be doubtful. 

They have just received my permission to establish themselves in 
Jaffna the northern province of this island; where, in their opinion 
the fairest field is open for their labours; and I beg you will assure 
the commissioners of my strong desire to do every thing to pro- 
mote their christian views, in all that is consistent with the safety 
and tranquility of his majesty’s colony of Ceylon. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, ROBERT BROWNRIGG. 
The Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. 

Cor. Sec. of the Am. &c. 
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DOMESTICK MISSIONS. 


{It will no doubt be cor hie | to the publick to hear of the progress 
and success of Missionary abours in our own country. We ope, 
therefore, a few extracts from the report of the Missionary So- 
ciety in Connecticut, will be acceptable at this time. | 


Eighteenth Annual Narrative of Missionary Labours, performed under 
the direction of the trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

Tue season is come round, when the good people of Connec- 
ticut will expect to be informed how the fruits of their liberality 
have been expended, and some of the effects which have grown out 
of what has been given for the furtherance of the Gospel. The 
trustees of the Missionary Society cheerfully comply with this call 
of duty. An exhibition of the facts contained in the following Nar- 
rative, it is hoped, will gratify the wishes, and gladden the hearts 
of Zion’s friends in general; and especially of those who have ge- 
nerously contributed of their property to aid and support the mis- 
sionary cause. 

The number of Missionaries, whose travels and labours are 
brought to view in the following pages, is as great as that of former 
periods; and the territory over which they have travelled is more 
extensive than that of any preceding season. It stretches from 
Vermont to the Illinois and Missouri Territories, comprising the 
new settlements in most or all the intervening states. New fields 
of missions have been established; and places have been visited by 
Missionaries, the year past, where none had been before. 

_ The Rev. Samuel Swezey set out ona mission to the Holland 
Purchase, April 25, 1816. He prosecuted his journey with as much 
apes as was convenient, and arrived at Batavia, the first town in 

e Purchase, on the publick road to Buffaloe, on the 30th. There 
he appointed a lecture, and preached on the evening of his arrival. 

Batavia is a flourishing village, and in the town there is a small 
congurentinns! church, though but one professor in the village. A 
goodly number, however, are very friendly to Missionaries, and 
disposed to treat them with hospitality and respect. From Batavia, 
Mr. Swezey went on through the scattered settlements, aseeating 
meetings, and preaching from day to day, as the Lord was please 
to poe the door, and give him opportunity. He visited as po 
of the settlements in that extensive field as his time and strengt 
would permit. Though he found the people struggling under all 
the inconveniences of settling in a new and uncultivated country; 
yet they were disposed to leave their business in the most busy 
season of the year, to attend meetings, and hear the word of life. 

In his tour of sixteen weeks, Mr. Swezey rode nine hundred 
and twenty three miles; preached ninety five times; visited two 
hundred and uine different families; administered the sacrament 
of the Supper six times; baptised fifteen children, and performed 
other labours that Providence cast in his way. 

The tract of country where Mr. Swegey laboured, is a very im- 
portant field of missions, and opens an extensive scene for missio- 
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nary exertion. The country is rapidly populating; but in such a 
new and uncultivated state; and tae people are struggling under 
so many embarrassments; that, at present, they are not able to 
support the Gospel. It is true, therefore, that unless supplied by 
missionaries, the many settlements which are already formed, and 
the large number of small churches that have begun to exist, must 
remain destitute of a preached Gospel, and the ordinances of God’s 
house. All the well disposed in that region are highly gratified 
that they are thus favored, and express an earnest and anxious-de- 
sire that the favour may be continued. 
( To be continued.) 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 





FROM THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


Extract of a letier from the Rev. Mr. Peck, of Cazenovia, dated 
November 22d, 1816, to the editor. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


In September the Madison Association met, and enjoyed a very 
pleasant season. The inteiligence from the churches was truly 
animating. Eight churches were added to the Association at the 
mig meeting; and it appeared by regular returns, that 632 had 

een added by baptism in the course of the past year! 

At the close of the business a Missionary discourse was de- 
livered, and a collection taken for foreign missions, amounting to 
ninety-five dollars and fifty cents, besides two gold rings. Deacon 
Jonathan Olmstead of Hamilton, at the same time made a dona- 
tion of cotton cloth to the amount of $100, estimated at the fac- 
tory prices. It was truly delightful to see the sacred flame burst- 
ing forth with such brilliancy. 

While writing the above, aes Mr. Peck,) the youth of this 
place, together with the young converts from Pompey, to the 
amount of one hundred, came to make us a visit. I laid aside my 
pen to attend to them. Some were mourning and crying What 
shall we do to be saved? while other were rejoicing and giving 

raise to God. They spent the afternoon dol evening with me. 
lhiree of the number found comfort to their souls before they went 
away. One young man who was in the deepest horrour of mind 
when he left my house, found peace to his soul, before he reached 
home. A more yisible display of the power of God, I never saw. 
The blessed work still continues. 

Hoping your precious life and usefulness may be continued in 
Zion fora ry Sree to come, I subscribe, your brother in the bonds 


of a precious Saviour, JOHN PECK 
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FROM THE PANOPLIST, FOR FEBRUARY, 1817. 


A letter to the editor, dated on the 27th ult. at Acworth, N. H. contains 
the following information. ‘*God in much mercy is granting us a rich 
effusion of his Holy Spirit. Within the course of the last fortnight one 
hundred have either obtained hopes, or are solemnly impressed.” 

There is a considerable revival of religion in Fairfax, Ver. and in ma- 
ny other towns. It is supposed that half the towns in that state are now 
visited with gracious tokens of the divine presence. A letter states, that 
in every town from Burlington to Manchester, a distance of more than 
one hundred miles, there is a revival of religion, or at least more than or- 
dinary concern. 

During the summer past, there has been a remarkable revival in Hart- 
wick, Otsego county, N. Y. The Rev. Henry Chapman is minister of 
the Congregational church. More than one hundred and forty have been 
hopefully brought from darkness to light Sixty-four have been added to 
the Congregational church, and nearly as many to the Baptist church.— 
The greater part of the converts were youths from pious families» thongh 
some heads of families have heen the subjects of the work. Family prayer 
is commenced in more than twenty families. More than thirty towns in 
that part of the country have had refreshing seasons of late. In Fastern, 
atown adjoining, more than one hundred were under deep religious im- 
pressions about the close of December, and in Butternuts more than forty 
have recently become the hopeful subjects of divine grace Several Uni- 
versalists have given up their system, and Infidels have been converted in 
different places 

At Norwich, Chenango county, a great and glorious work commenced 
with the present year. In afew weeks, more than one hundred had ob- 
tained a hope. All classes are said to be subjects of this awakening—the 
old and young—the rich and poor—the learned and ignorant—the lawyer, 
the farmer, and the mechanick—all alike are made to bow to the sceptre 
of Immannuel. 

A great revival has commenced in Newark, N. J. 

[To the above account we add:—There has been an extensive revival 
among the Methodist societies in this city. Six or seven hundred persons 
have been added to the church.— Fd. Mes. | 


ANECDOTE. 

Some persons travelling in a stage coach, the conversation tur- 
ning upon religious subjects, one of the passengers observed the 
Bible was the best of books: a young man (studying for the minis- 
try.) replied, the Bible. the Bible was a heap of contradiction, and 
told such tales as no man endowe? with common sense could be- 
lieve; for instance, said he, it is said David slang a stone at a cer- 
tain giant, which smote him in the forehead; that the stone sunk 
down into his forehead and he died. With an air of triumph he 
said, who can believe such absurdity: and turning himself to a gen- 
tleman sitting by, said, sir what do you think of it? The Quaker 
friend replied, I think if the giants head was as soft as thine, there 
was no great difficulty in it. 
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